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NEWSLETTER • AUTUMN 2018
CLINIC NEWS
It’s been a busy Summer here at Spring Paddocks, with the hot weather causing a range of issues
including eye infections, lameness due to the hard ground and colics related to dehydration and weatherinduced dietary changes.
We have been pleased to work alongside The Equine Dental Clinic (EDC)
whom we have called upon to deal with the more complicated dental cases
requiring highly specialised techniques and equipment. Chris Pearce and
Nicole Du Toit from the EDC are world-renowned specialists in this area so
it’s great to have them as part of our team.
Our 2018 Client Evenings have been as popular as always, and we’ve had excellent feedback from
attendees. We are currently planning the diary dates for next year so please let us know if there are any
specific topics you would like us to cover in 2019.
In staff news, Gemma has had a successful season competing her 8 year old
Warmblood “Mylo”, qualifying for the British Dressage National Championships at
both Novice and Elementary levels, where she was placed 9th in the Novice against
some of the best horses and riders in the country.
Stef’s horse Reilly has just started rehab after a lengthy period of time off due to injury. We are all keeping
our fingers crossed that his recovery continues as planned.
As a practice, we have plenty of affiliation with British Riding Clubs; John has been the
Official Veterinarian at all their major Championships across the UK this year, Clinic
assistant Sam has been heavily involved with setting up and running the new
Warwickshire Hunt Riding Club (which Katrina has also joined with her mare Remy) and
Sarah is once again actively involved with Stoneleigh Riding Club.

WORMING ADVICE
The topic of responsible worming is highly important, due to the ever-increasing resistance to a large
number of the available wormers. Horses should not be wormed without evidence of a worm burden by a
combination of faecal worm egg counts and tapeworm tests (saliva or blood test).
The only exception to this, is strategic worming against encysted redworm and bots
during the winter months, once there has been a prolonged cold spell. The majority
of horses should therefore only be wormed once a year, unless worm egg counts or
tapeworm tests suggest otherwise. Irresponsible blanket worming puts horses at a
high risk of developing a dangerous population of resistant worms. Please call the
Clinic and have a chat with one of our Vets about responsible worm management,
testing for worms and worming advice.
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SKIN PROBLEMS?
2018 was the first year we trialled the Insol Vaccine for horses and ponies
with Sweet Itch. The current data suggests that 1/3 of horses will show a
temporary resolution of clinical signs (itching, soreness etc), 1/3 will show an
improvement and 1/3 will show no difference. As the results for horses
treated by Spring Paddocks during 2018 have been better than the published
statistics, we are keen to offer this service again in 2019.
The vaccination is given as two injections, 14 days apart. These must be done
prior to the start of the midge biting season, therefore we suggest horses
are booked in for their two injections during February. The vaccine is
imported from Europe on a Special Licence, so we are aiming to send in our
application and order in December - each vaccine ordered will be allocated to
a specific horse, so we will require a small deposit at the time of ordering.
If you have a horse or pony who suffers from Sweet Itch and you’d like to
know more, or you would like us to order the vaccine for your horse, please
contact the Clinic.

UPCOMING 2018 DATES
Monday 22nd October 2018
Caring For The Veteran Horse
Client Evening Spring Paddocks @ 7pm
Join us for another of our popular Client Evenings, where we will be discussing a range of topics, including;
common diseases of the older horse (Cushings, arthritis, melanomas etc), general management, dental
care, feeding and considerations for euthanasia. There will also be an informal Q&A session.
Cost £5 per person to include light refreshments. Spaces must be booked and paid for in advance- please
telephone the Clinic to book your place.
November 2018
Dental Discount Month
Sedation + routine dental rasp (inc VAT)
- £52 per horse (for 2+ horses on a Yard)
- £62 per horse (for 1 horse on a Yard)
Our ever popular Dental Discount Month is available again throughout the whole of
November.
The package includes all required sedation and a routine dental rasp. Sedation allows a
thorough examination and access to the teeth at the back of the mouth which are
difficult to reach in many unsedated horses. Without sedation, these teeth can be
uncomfortable to rasp and sometimes it is not possible to tackle painful sharp edges in
this area. The majority of our Clients now have their horse’s mouths examined and any
dental work performed under sedation.
Thursday 6th December 2018 Fun Christmas Quiz
Stoneleigh Village Hall CV8 3DD @ 7pm
Gather a group from your yard, Riding Club or work and come along to our annual Christmas Quiz! This is
the 3rd year we have run this event and it’s always great fun. The quiz is not horse-related; so dig out those
Christmas jumpers and feel free to bring along your non-horsey friends and family.
Tickets are £8 per person and includes supper. Teams / individuals must be entered and paid for in
advance- please telephone the Clinic to book in!
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